Geometry A Syllabus


Fall 2015

Mrs. Walker 
Room 309

http://www.hartlandhighschool.us/subsites/Krista-Walker
CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Please contact me through email at kristawalker@hartlandschools.us or by phone at 810-626-2382. 

CLASS HELP OPTIONS:

1. DURING CLASS

Every time I teach new material I provide work time in class so that students may ask questions while practicing the new math.  There are always review days before tests and quizzes to give students additional opportunities to ask questions.

2. AFTER SCHOOL with Mrs. Walker–THURSDAYS, 2:30-3:30
CLASS GOALS:  

· Develop a good understanding of geometry concepts relevant and applicable to everyday situations

· Develop your ability to think logically and abstractly

· Develop an orderly method of problem-solving and to persevere in solving

· Practice self-directed learning

· Model a situation and use geometric relationships to draw conclusions 

· Read, write, and understand math text

· To construct explanations for answers and critique yours or another’s reasoning

· Use tools to explain, solve, and discover geometry properties: technological, compass, protractor, ruler

UNITS:

Geometry Introduction and Constructions, Parallel and Perpendicular Lines, Congruent Triangles, Relationships within Triangles, Similarity

MATERIALS RECOMMENDED FOR CLASS: 

1. Geometry Text Book (optional) – will be available for in-class use and/or a student may sign one out for temporary or year-long use

2. Folder or 3-ring binder for handouts, notes, quizzes, projects, etc

3. Lined paper

4. Pencils and erasers

5. Scientific calculator ($20) or TI-84+ Graphing Calculator ($100+) – some are available for in-class use

DAILY WORK:


Students will have a variety of opportunities to practice new concepts with the teacher, with a partner or small group, and independently.  Notes and modeled problems can be expected.  Small quizzes will be given frequently so that students may assess what they know on a regular basis.  Retake opportunities will always be available on these quizzes as long as the student takes the time to practice ahead of time (daily assignments), make corrections, and meet with me to discuss their mistakes.  After school is preferred but there may be options to retake quizzes during class, too.  Students may or may not bring geometry handouts home to practice every day, dependent upon their individual needs.  However 10-15 minutes of outside school practice on the daily handout will dramatically improve their understanding and success in the course.

LATE WORK:

Projects may not be turned in late for credit.  Tests and quizzes may be made up in a timely manner upon return from an absence.

IF ABSENT:

*When you are absent, homework must be completed according to the student handbook policy (absences need to be excused to make up work, the number of days missed times two = the number of days to turn in assignment).  The student is responsible for initiating make-up work.  Students need to talk to Mrs. Walker upon their return from an absence.

4.0 SCALE GRADING:

For reasons of consistency and accuracy with all Hartland High School courses, the 4.0 grading scale will be used.  A reference scale is provided below.  Please contact me if you have questions about this.  

Quizzes will contribute to 25% of your grade as formative assessments.  These may be retaken for up to full credit at any time before a unit test if appropriate practice assignments are complete.

Multiple Choice Unit Tests will contribute to 50% of your grade as summative assessments.  You may not retake unit multiple-choice tests.  

Open-Ended Response Questions on Unit Tests and Projects will contribute to 25% of your grade as summative assessments.  You may not retake open-ended tests or redo projects.  

At the end of the semester, a summative final exam will be given and contribute to 20% of your grade changing the quiz contribution to 20% and multiple choice test contribution to 40% and open-ended response and project contribution to 20%.  Grades are cumulative for each semester. GRADES ARE UPDATED REGULARLY ON MiStar.
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CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS:


-Students should be on time and prepared


-Students should participate (take notes, ask questions, work with peers, practice assigned problems)


-Students should show respect


-Students should take responsibility

-Cell phones are ONLY permitted when used for learning tools.  If used for other purposes, the student will be asked to place his/her phone in the teacher’s desk drawer until the end of class.

SOME OF THE OTHER SCHOOL POLICIES YOU SHOULD REMEMBER

ATTENDANCE and TARDIES:  There are consequences for an excess of absences and tardies beyond missed learning opportunities.  Please refer to the 2015-16 Secondary Parent-Student Handbook for these details.

PASS POLICY:  Ideally, only the last 10 minutes of class is to be used.  Students must have a dated, signed pass from a teacher.  Student must fill-out a sign-out sheet with date, time, name, and destination.



